It was with regret and sadness recently that all of us in the hospice community learned of Elisabeth Kubler-Ross's retirement from active duty. Dr. Kubler-Ross was one of the pioneers in researching the psychological effects of the terminal illness process, both on patients and their families. Her book, On Death and Dying, was a groundbreaking work that established the five psychological stages (denial, angel bargaining, depression, acceptance) thatfamilies and patients go through when dealing with terminal disease and impending death. This work has become the basis for much of the non-physical pain reliefand care giving that has become
This issue is dedicated to the caregivers, the special people like Dr. Kubler-Ross who understand the special psychological and spiritual needs of the dying and their families.
The retirement of Elisabeth Kubler-Ross has brought to the forefront an important issue for the field of hospice. Hospice is at a turning point. Health care reform (if it is ever enacted) is certain to change Hospice. The AMA's newfound determination to treat pain and pain management seriously (something Hospice has done quite effectively for a long time, thank you very much) may lead to new specialties in palliation and hospice, and may result in more terminal people being treated adequately for their pain by their physicians. If this were to happen, there may not even be a need for Hospice in the future. Depending on your view (see Sounding Board this issue) this may be either a good, or a bad thing. But for the time being, Hospice is alive and well and looks to remain that way for the immediate future at least. The most important turning point Hospice faces is an internal one, a changing of the guard so to speak. With Dr. Kubler-Ross's retirement, it has become apparent that the original vanguard of hospice pioneers are getting on in years and the mantle is being turned over to a younger generationdoctors, nurses and administrators that are taking up the responsibilities and forging onward. It is to this new generation of Hospice leaders and workers that this issue is also dedicated.
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